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the naval and marine histories cited above, plus the histories of 
specific campaigns and battles. Finally, there are the collections of 
battle pieces and campaigns, such as Hanson W. Baldwin, Battles 
Lost and Won (New York: 1966); Cornelius Ryan, The Last Battle 
(New York: 1966); F. W. von Mellenthin, Panzer Battles (Norman, 
Okla.: 1956); and H. A. Jacobsen and J. Rohwehr, Decisive Battles 
of World War II: The German View (New York: 1965). 

“Picture” histories, a genre that has become increasingly com¬ 
mon (and expensive), often contain excellent brief texts that can be 
used with profit by the student. The largest of these is the Eye- 
Witness History of World War II, edited by Pierce G. Fredericks 
(pictures) and Abraham Rothberg (text), in four paperback vol¬ 
umes (New York: 1965). Fully half of the space is devoted to text, 
much of it taken from the writings of war correspondents and par¬ 
ticipants. Life's Picture History of World War II (New York: 
1950) contains an outstanding collection of photographs, with text 
by John Dos Passos, Robert Sherrod (one of the outstanding cor¬ 
respondents of the war), and others. Most recent is The American 
Heritage Picture History of World War II in two volumes, with a 
forty-eight page Chronology of World War II (New York: 1966). 
Like the other publications of the American Heritage Company, 
this work is of superior quality and is well suited for the class¬ 
room. The company has also issued a twelve-inch LP record. 
Historic Voices and Music from World War II, drawn from Allied 
and Axis sources that should prove of interest to teachers and 
students alike. 

Among the general histories should be included two excellent 
anthologies of World War II containing the writings of partici¬ 
pants, statesmen, journalists, historians, and literary figures. The 
selections are so arranged as to provide a narrative that, though 
episodic, is particularly effective. The most skillful of these is 
The Taste of Courage: The War, 1939-1945 (New York: 1960), 
edited by Desmond Flowers and James Reeves. The range of ma¬ 
terial included is wide, the selections excellent, and the organiza¬ 
tion clear. Frank Brookhouser’s This Was Your War: An Anthol¬ 
ogy of Great Writings From World War II (New York: 1960) also 
includes excellent selections but emphasizes literary and journal¬ 
istic material and deals only with United States forces. 
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Preface 


an ?° 0ne ^ m T aWarC than the author of the shortcomings of this brief 
ery general survey of the writings on World War II Many important 
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so omitted for lack of space were studies on a number of topics such as 
mte hgence actrvit.es, partisan warfare, resistance movements war cAmes 
i il affairs and military occupation. Moreover, the number of titles in the 
categories that were included had to be ruthlessly cut to bring the pam 
Phlet down to manageable size. 8 P 

No bibliographical survey of the Second World War can hnn. tn 
UP .0 date for tag. The flood of books aboufLTwarThews no s7,Ttf 
abating, and at least a dozen titles of importance will have appeared since 

JeT'bT was .r pared - 0ne “ h °P' that this survey wil be 

useful enough to justify a revised edition at a later date. 


April, 1967 
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Writings on World War II 


By LOUIS MORTON 


No conflict in history is as well covered or so fully documented 
as World War II; no war has so extensive a literature. Already, 
scarcely more than twenty years after its close and before there has 
been time for historical perspective, students of the wartime pe¬ 
riod are confronted with an enormous body of records, published 
documents, memoirs, detailed histories (official and unofficial, 
scholarly and popular), and specialized studies on almost every 
aspect of the war. Hardly had the war begun than the flow of books 
from journalists, participants, and scholars began to pour forth 
from the presses in a steady stream. And there is no sign that the 
flow is diminishing; rather it seems to be growing ever larger as 
the United States finds itself increasingly involved in military prob¬ 
lems in all parts of the world. 

World War II was the biggest war in history, fought with un¬ 
matched intensity on many fronts and on an unrivaled scale. The 
awesome mushroom clouds that rose above Hiroshima and Naga¬ 
saki in the closing days of the conflict ushered in a new age in the 
history of mankind, an age dominated by weapons capable of enor¬ 
mous destruction. Hopefully, many believed, World War II would 
be the last of the total wars that grew out of the technological, in¬ 
dustrial, and democratic revolutions of the eighteenth and nine¬ 
teenth centuries. Perhaps it is for this reason—because the war 
closed an epoch and opened a new era—as well as for its intrinsic 
importance and interest, that the Second World War continues to 
attract so much scholarly and popular attention. 

I 

General 


Bibliography and Reference 

The volume of published material on World War II presents a 
real problem for the teacher searching for titles suitable for class- 
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room assignment or for his own use. Although the advanced stu¬ 
dent can use the detailed bibliographies prepared by French and 
German scholars, there is no single satisfactory bibliography on the 
entire war. The Two World Wars (New York: 1964), published 
under the auspices of the International Commission for the Teach¬ 
ing of History, contains, in addition to several articles and other 
material printed in French and English, a bibliography, “1939- 
1945— History of the Second World War,” by Henri Michel and 
Jean-Marie D’Hoop. The Harvard Guide to American History, 
prepared by Oscar Handlin, et al. (Cambridge, Mass.: 1960), is as 
good a starting point as any for student and teacher, not only for 
general works on the war but also for events leading up to the out¬ 
break of hostilities. The World War II portion of the Guide was 
prepared by Samuel Eliot Morison, professor emeritus at Harvard 
University and a retired rear admiral, who has made a notable con¬ 
tribution to the naval history of the war. More recent is the Guide 
to Historical Literature edited by George F. Howe (New York: 
1961) under the aegis of the American Historical Association. The 
Association also publishes annually the Writings on American His¬ 
tory (Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office), which con¬ 
tain a fairly full listing of works on military subjects. The most 
recent volume (1964) is for the year 1957. Useful also, particularly 
for the high school librarian and the teacher in search of inexpen¬ 
sive supplementary reading for the student, is H. O. Werner’s list 
of “Paperbacks on Modern Warfare” in the U. S. Naval Institute 
Proceedings, LXXXV, No. 8 (August, 1959), 110-116, which con¬ 
tains 150 titles on military and naval events since 1939. The Foreign 
Affairs Bibliography (New York: 1962) prepared by Henry L. 
Roberts is a standard work and can be found in most libraries. Pub¬ 
lished first in 1945 and every ten years thereafter—the most recent 
volume covers the period 1952-1962—it is particularly valuable for 
those interested in the diplomatic and political aspects of the war 
and includes a separate section on World War II. The periodical 
literature on the war may be located through the standard periodi¬ 
cal guides, but there is no single listing of such articles and many of 
them appear in journals and magazines that are not indexed. 

Works of reference can greatly ease the burden of the teacher 
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and provide data not readily obtainable elsewhere. Such widely 
used encyclopedias as Britannica and Americana, available in 
almost every school library, contain articles on the war prepared 
by competent authorities and can be used generally with confi¬ 
dence. Chronologies can also be helpful. The teacher has a choice 
of several, one prepared by the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, another by the U. S. Army, and a third by the U. S. Navy. 
The first, Chronology of the Second World War (London: 1947), 
though prepared some years ago, is still useful and generally ac¬ 
curate. Chronology, 1941-1945 (Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1960), compiled by Mary H. Williams for the Army’s Office 
of the Chief of Military History, is a laboriously researched, scru¬ 
pulously accurate, and detailed day-by-day account of the war in 
all theaters. More general and limited entirely to naval events is 
the Naval Chronology, World War II (Washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1955). 

General Histories 

The basic prerequisite for teaching World War II is an adequate 
general history that can provide an over-all view and an introduc¬ 
tion to the more detailed and specialized works on the war. But it 
is in just this area that the literature of the war is weakest. The 
reason may lie in the vastness of the conflict itself, which makes 
the task of compression almost impossible. Or, perhaps, more time 
is needed to order the overwhelming mass of material already 
available and to gain perspective. 

The first general histories of the war, published in the period 
immediately following the close of hostilities, could scarcely be 
considered works of scholarship. They were written primarily to 
take advantage of a large and eager reading public and were based 
for the most part on early memoirs, journalistic accounts, and such 
official reports as had been issued at the time. Though outdated, 
these early works have the advantage of brevity and may be used 
with confidence for a general treatment of the war. Two of these, 
the best and still worth reading, are by the noted British military 
historians Cyril B. Falls, The Second World War: A Short History 
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(London: 1948), and J. F. C. Fuller, The Second World War, 1939- 
1945. A Strategical and Tactical History (New York - 1949) 
Fletcher Pratt’s War for the World (New Haven: 1950) is a very 
readable work by one of America’s foremost military journalists. 

For those who wish to follow the campaigns of the war in detail 
there is the two-volume text and accompanying atlas, A Military 
History of World War II (West Point, N. Y.: 1953), prepared under 
the supervision of Colonels T. Dodson Stamps and Vincent J. 
Esposito for use at the U. S. Military Academy. Emphasizing tac¬ 
tics and operations, the West Point text provides an excellent 
source for the war in all theaters. The atlas itself has been made 
available to the public in a commercial edition as part of the sec¬ 
ond volume of the West Point Atlas of American Wars (New York: 
Praeger 1959), edited by Colonel Esposito. In this edition oppo¬ 
site each map is a page of explanatory text which in effect consti¬ 
tutes a brief combat history of the conflict. Esposito has edited yet 
another work on the war, A Concise History of World War II (New 
York: 1964). This volume consists of articles written originally by 
different authors for the Encyclopedia Americana, for which Espo¬ 
sito served as military editor. Each of the articles is excellent, but 
the volume lacks cohesion and unity and is not really a history of 
the war. A work of a different kind, more ambitious in scope and 
broad in coverage, is The War: ^ Concise History, 1939-1945 
(New York: 1960) by Louis L. Snyder, an authority on the history 
of modern Germany. The book begins with the steps leading to the 
outbreak of hostilities in Europe in September, 1939 and covers 
he entire period of the war. Despite the fact that it is based 
largely on journalistic accounts and is marred by many minor (and 
unnecessary) errors, it provides a satisfactory one-volume history 
for the student and general reader. Both Esposito’s and Snyder’s 
books can be obtained in paperback. 

., The «; m0 f , accurate of the general works, based very largely on 
e officia 1 histones of the war, is A. Russell Buchanan’s The 
United States and World War II (New York: 1964) in the New 
American Nation series, published in both a cloth and paper edi- 
lon. This is a lengthy work in two volumes, uncritical but compre¬ 
hensive, which deals only with U. S. participation. Still, its merits 
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are such that it warrants careful consideration for classroom use. 
In addition, it contains an excellent bibliography for each chapter. 
Finally, there is the recent volume in the Mainstream of America 
series by Kenneth S. Davis, a professional journalist and biog¬ 
rapher of General Dwight D. Eisenhower. His An Experience of 
War: The United States in World War II (New York: 1965) is a 
highly readable, somewhat impressionistic account treating domes¬ 
tic politics and the home front almost as much as combat. It is a 
large book, but one that may be read easily and with pleasure. 
Like Buchanan’s, it does not deal with the war in Europe before 
America’s entry, or with the Russo-German war on the eastern 
front. 

Histories of the different services, theaters of operations, and 
battles and campaigns of a particular type may be considered gen¬ 
eral histories even though they do not deal with the entire war. 
Included in this category are such works as S. E. Morison’s one- 
volume history of United States naval operations in World War II, 
The Two-Ocean War (Boston: 1963), and the comparable British 
history, White Ensign (Annapolis, Md.: 1960), by Stephen W. 
Roskill. The best brief account of the Marines is Jeter Isely and 
P. A. Crowl, The U. S. Marines and Amphibious War (Princeton, 
N. J.: 1951), but excellent also is Frank Hough’s The Island War 
(Philadelphia: 1947). While there are a large number of books on 
operations in all theaters, there are few brief studies of a single 
area or theater of operations throughout the war, such as Alan 
Clark’s Barbarossa: The Russian-German Conflict (New York: 
1965), or Alexander Werth’s Russia At War, 1941-1945 (New 
York: 1964). The German campaign in the west in 1940 is well 
told in Telford Taylor’s The March of Conquest and the return of 
the Allies to the Continent in 1944 in John North’s North-West 
Europe, 1944-1945 (London: 1953), Chester Wilmot’s The Strug¬ 
gle for Europe (New York: 1952), and a number of other works. 
The Allied campaign in Italy, one of the most bitterly contested of 
the war, is described in Eric Linklater, The Campaigns of Italy 
(London: 1951), as well as in a number of more specialized works 
and battle studies. But there is no single over-all history of the war 
against Japan. Here the teacher and student will have to rely on 



